
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Calendar of Events 
 
December 6 Toys for Tots Community Church 6:30 PM Presentation to Sheriff 

December 11 Wood Sale Kiln 4:00 PM  

December No Board Meeting    

January 3 General Meeting Yacht Club 7:15 PM Tool maintenance – Bill Nance 

January 8 Old Splinters Lunch Classico’s 11:45 AM  

January 26 Board Meeting Sloan’s 8:15 AM All members welcome 

     

 
Board Meeting Highlights  

The TVWC Board met on December 1, 2018. 

Twenty-nine members were present.  The following 

items were discussed and, as appropriate, acted 

upon. 

Treasurers’ Report   Current balances are:  Club 

Operations - $1841; Wood Operations - ($680); 

Special Wood Fund - $2258; Kiln Amortization 

Fund - $4350; Toys for Tots - $1230. Total Ending 

Balance: $8999. 

Service Projects   We have had 31 service projects 

year to date.  Since last meeting 5 projects are still 

open while five others were closed.  B. Brown 

reported that a wheelchair ramp was installed but 

has since been removed. 

Membership Report   With four new members 

joining the club last month, we now have 175 

members in the club.  Table will be set up at the 

January meeting for membership renewals. 

Members not renewing by April will be dropped 

from the roster. 

Programs    The Programs Committee is looking for 

one new member.  The January meeting will 

feature Bill Nance who will make a presentation on 

tool maintenance.  The Club has purchased a DVD 

that illustrates various woodworking skills.  A 10 to 

15 minute segment of one of these skills will be 

shown at future general meetings.  More 

information will be available on our website and in 

the Resource Book.  N. Miller suggested, as a 

future program, to have an experienced 

woodworker present the process they use to 
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complete a project from start to finish.  It was 

suggested to use a toy from the TFT program as an 

example for this process.   

Club Kiln   The present load of lumber drying is the 

kiln will be completed this coming week.  The 

moisture content is presently at 13%. 

The kiln monitoring system is ready to go.  The 

system has been set to access the computer from 

home.  Once the current load in the kiln is finished, 

the monitoring system will be hooked up and 

placed into operation. 

Wood Inventory   There is approximately 800 

available bf of lumber in the kiln which includes 

maple, white oak, hickory and a small amount of 

walnut. 

Wood Sale   The next wood sale will be held on 

Tuesday, December 11.  We will empty the kiln at 

4:00 pm and the sale will start at 4:30 pm. 

Wood Cutting   The next cutting will probably take 

place in January.  Once we receive the maple and 

sycamore logs from Don Yeager, a cutting date will 

be established.  There is the possibility of getting 

poplar logs from B. VanBrunt’s neighbor. 

Toys for Tots Update   This Year’s Toys for Tots 

program has 77 members making 475 toys.  

Including the donated toys, we should have close to 

1000 toys to give the Sheriff.  Collection boxes for 

donated toys will be picked up Monday.  Our club 

will present the Sheriff with a $1230 check for the 

TFT program. 

 

New Member Buddy Program   R. Cirincione 

initiated discussion on a procedure to provide a 

positive welcoming experience to new and 

prospective members of the club at our general 

meetings.  A motion was made and passed to start 

at the January 2019 meeting with a special 

welcoming committee.  A sign will direct new and 

prospective members to the welcoming table where 

two members will greet them.  The new and 

prospective members will then be assigned a 

current member to assist them in filling out the New 

Member Information Form and help explain the 

purpose of the club.  L. Donnelly has volunteered to 

organize this activity.  A number of members 

volunteered to serve as greeters. 

 

 

Wood Purchasing   D. Brunson discussed the 

possibility to procure 6,000 bf of mixed lumber.  

The Board felt one 22ft. long trailer load would be 

worth pursuing.  To determine the interest among 

club members, Dave was asked to work with D. 

Hoffman to send out a similar survey that was used 

for the Yeager logs.  This will help identify the kinds 

and amounts of wood members are interested in 

buying.  Members should be given a price of the 

lumber to more accurately determine their needs. 

 

Special Service Project   B, Brown was asked if the 

Club would be willing to make a 22-foot bridge for a 

disabled veteran.   This veteran is bound to a 

wheelchair and the bridge would allow him to travel 

from his yard to a proposed sanctuary for his 

enjoyment.  The Board gave its support of this 

project. 

 

 

 

General Meeting             
   

Dick Hoffman presented a talk on wood workability 

covering areas of dimensional and color stability, 

outdoor use, gluing and finishing.  Many wood 

samples were available for member examination.  

An abbreviated copy of his presentation can be 

found later in the newsletter for members review. If 

anyone is interested, Dick can provide a copy of his 

slides as a PDF. 

 
Welcome New Club Members 

 
David Knight 
Jeff Poirier 

Richard Salmon 
Martin Shoffner 
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From Our Members Shops 

 

Dick presenting to the group 

Members looking over wood samples 

Wood samples 

Intarsia by Dick Hinze 

Poplar Model Toy Plane by Joe Geithmann 

Beech candy dish by Chris Campbell 



 

 

 

 
 
 

Old Splinters Lunch Group 
By Lloyd Donnelly 

 

A new Tellico Village Woodworkers Club group has 

been formed-- the "Old Splinters".  It is a lunch 

bunch that meets the first Tuesday of every month 

to enjoy a meal, share some war stories, tell some 

jokes, and rekindle friendships.   

 

Four club members, Bill McKeel, Larry Bollinger, 

Jerry Jeffrey, and Lloyd Donnelly recognized how 

much our club has grown and how some of the 

closeness that existed in the "old days” has been 

lost.  They also knew that some of our members 

have health issues and can't participate in club 

functions like they used to.  Monthly luncheons 

seemed like a good way to help close some of the 

relationship gaps.   

 

 

To get the ball rolling they contacted 5 of our senior 

members and invited them to the first Old Splinters 

luncheon in September.  Bill Peterson, Ted Lethen, 

Harry Schmidt, Wes McNeal, and Charlie Anderson 

attended (along with Bill, Larry, Jerry, and Lloyd).  

Everyone had a great time.  They met again in 

October (see photo) at 11:45 a.m. at Classico's and 

decided to continue this practice every month.   The 

group has been expanded to include Ken Mack, 

Tom Daly, Joe Williams, Dave Ritzenthaler, Don 

Kimbrel, Dick Hinze, Rich Opitek, Joe Collins, Herb 

West, Dave Brunson, and Dave Jones.  Rides are 

provided to and from Classico’s for anyone needing 

them.  The next lunch will be at Classico's on 

January 8th at 11:45 am.  Because the first 

Tuesday in January falls on New Year's Day, they 

will meet on the second Tuesday for January only. 

 

 

 

 

First Old Splinters Lunch 

Cedar Beads of Courage Box by Marshall Pierce 
Used CCC cutter to make sides 



Wood Survey Results 
 
The results of the “Wood Survey” sent to all members along were presented at the 
November meeting.  Also presented were decisions and actions taken by the Board 
based on feedback from the survey.   
 
 
Suggestion to improve the sales process 

 Speed up the sale  

• By calling numbers at a time and give members 2-3 minutes before calling 

the next 5 number  

• A day ahead of the sale, or the morning of, have volunteers sort wood into 

lots of several boards (2, 4, 6 etc.).  All lots of the same size would have 

the same grades of boards.  This would allow larger purchases of similar 

wood, and speed up sales 

• Have knowable volunteers measure and price boards (lots), eliminating 

measuring inconsistencies. 

Board Decision/Action:  
At the last sale we had someone watch and call 5 new numbers when the prior 5 
numbers were close to being finished.  This definitely helped speed things along.    
Otherwise keep the process the simple.  Grading and presorting would add 
complexity with little gain. 

 
 
Other Suggestions 

 Have fewer wood sales and try to obtain more out of ordinary woods.  Limit 

common woods so we don’t carry a large inventory of logs.  

Board Decision/Action:   
We will be more selective on logs we accept (however recently we have had an 
unusual quantity available …this is unlikely to continue.) 
 

 It would be great if members could put their own wood in the kiln. 

Board Decision/Action:  
Because we try to fill the kiln to minimize cost and to maximize air flow, generally 
the only space available is at the side of the wood stack.  Adding additional 
member wood in this area would restrict air flow.  However, adding wood only in 
the bug kill cycle would not be a problem so the Board will allow this as long as 
there is room available.  Also, several of the local lumber yards (Everhart in 
Tellico Planes) will dry wood for a fee.   
 
 
 



 Cut some 6/4 and 8/4 lumber for members without prior requests. 

 Board Decision/Action:  
We will start doing this where possible.  
 

 Where possible acquire crotch section of logs for cutting veneers.  

Board Decision/Action:  
We will start doing this where possible.   

 
There is sufficient demand to purchase bulk from a sawmill or to buy premium 
logs. 
 

 Walnut & cherry price varied from $1.50 to $4.00 with the average of $2.50/bf 
with demand in the 600-bf range         

 Maple price varied from $1.00 to $3.00 with an average of $2.00 bf with demand 

in the 500-bf range. 

 Poplar price varied from $1.00 to $2.00 with an average of $1.50 bf with demand 

in the 400-bf range. 

 Plane sawn white oak price varied from $1.00 to $3.00 with an average of $2.00 

bf with demand in the 300-bf range 

 Plane sawn red oak price varied from $1.00 to $2.00 with an average of $1.25 bf 

with demand in the 300-bf range 

 Qtr. Sawn white oak price varied from $1.00 to $3.50 with an average of $2.00 bf 

with demand in the 300-bf range 

 Qtr. Sawn red oak price varied from $1.00 to $2.50 with an average of $1.50 bf 

with demand in the 300-bf range 

 Qtr. Sawn sycamore price varied from $1.50 to $4.00 with an average of $2.50 bf 

with demand in the 300-bf range. (after survey demand was in the 800-1000bf 

range). 

 
Board Decision/Action:  

We put out a notice to all members that we will buy ambrosia maple, walnut, 
maple and sycamore logs and asking for commitments. 
   
• We had 25 member respond and pre-pay $2.50/bf. 

• We purchased roughly 400/bf of ambrosia, 700 bf of walnut and 1000 bf of 

sycamore logs.   

• Sale will be to pre-buyers first and any extra will be opened to all members 

at $2.50/bf.  

In the future we will combine orders for premium wood on a quarterly basis 
and either buy logs or purchase in bulk from a lumber mill (Cline Brothers 
Lumber).   
Kiln sales will continue for those who want only a few boards at a time.  



There is no single best time for wood sales. 
 

 

 
Board Decision/Action:  

We will start having kiln sales on two different days, a primary day and any 
remaining wood will be sold on a secondary day (with some discounting).  Based on 
results, Tuesdays and Thursday late afternoons work best. 
Primary/secondary sale days will alternate each sale date (i.e. the first kiln sale will 
have the primary sale on Tues. and the secondary sale on the Thurs.  The next kiln 
sale will have the primary sale on Thursday and the secondary on the next Tuesday.  
With each kiln sale the primary and secondary days will flip.)   
We will try this for a few sales and then re-evaluate.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dick Hoffman’s Presentation on Wood Workability 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


